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(a)

Subdivision Ordinance Section 10-2-2. - Variances

Where a subdivider can show that a provision of this chapter would cause
an unnecessary hardship if strictly adhered to, because of topographical
or other unusual conditions, including that a provision of this chapter
would undermine or conflict with the goals and policies of the City’s
Comprehensive Plan that encourage walkable, pedestrian and bicycle-
friendly street corridors, and after consideration by the planning
commission the city council may authorize a variance, provided that such
variation will not have the effect of nullifying the intent and purpose of
the comprehensive plan or this chapter or the Designh and Construction
Standards Manual.
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Recommendation

Staff recommends denial of the Subdivision
Ordinance variance request.

Planning Commission (4-2) recommends approval
of the Subdivision Ordinance variance request.



City of Harrisonburg 409 South Main Street

Harrisonburg, VA 22801

Legislation Text

File #: RES 26-006, Version: 1

Subject:

Consider approving a resolution setting the percentage of Personal Property Tax Relief for Tax Year
2026

Presented By: Chris Brown, City Attorney

The Commissioner of the Revenue and Finance Director have determined that the final percentage
of personal property tax relief for the year 2026 to be eighteen and two tenths percent (18.2%).

City of Harrisonburg Page 1 of 1 Printed on 9/3/2026
powered by Legistar™ 317


http://www.legistar.com/

CITY OF HARRISONBURG

September 8, 2026 City Council Meeting

Title
Percentage of Personal Property Tax Relief for the Year 2026- Karen Rose, Commissioner of the
Revenue

Summary
The Commissioner of the Revenue and Finance Director have determined that the final percentage
of personal property tax relief for the year 2026 to be eighteen and two tenths percent (18.2%).

Recommendation
Option 1. Approve the percentage of personal property tax relief

Fiscal Impact
$1,541,729.46

Context & Analysis

The Personal Property Tax Relief Act of 1998 provides tax relief for any passenger car,
motorcycle, pickup or panel truck having a registered gross weight of less than 10,001 pounds
and used for non-business purposes or registered with light duty pickup license plates. The
$1,522,583 the city receives from the Commonwealth each year must be spread among the
qualifying vehicles. In 2026, the total assessed value of qualifying vehicles was $272,368,520.
There were 3,062 vehicles with values of $1,000 or less, 23,693 vehicles with values of $1,001
to $20,000 and 4,024 vehicles with values greater than $20,000.

Options
1. approve the percentage of personal property tax relief
2. ;or

Attachments

1. Resolution
2. PPTR Calculation
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RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HARRISONBURG,
VIRGINIA, SETTING THE PERCENTAGE OF PERSONAL PROPERTY
TAX RELIEF FOR THE YEAR 2026

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Article J of Title 4, Chapter 2 of the Harrisonburg City
Code, the City Council shall by resolution set the percentage of personal property tax relief that
is anticipated to fully exhaust the Personal Property Tax Relief Act of 1998 (PPTRA) funds
provided to the city by the Commonwealth of Virginia; and

WHEREAS, the percentage of personal property tax relief for the year 2026 has
been determined to be eighteen and two tenths percent (18.2%);

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA:

That the City Council of the City of Harrisonburg, Virginia, sets the percentage of
personal property tax relief for the tax year of 2026 to be eighteen and two tenths percent
(18.2%), which percentage is anticipated to fully exhaust the PPTRA relief funds provided to the
city by the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Approved this 8th day of September, 2026

MAYOR

ATTEST:

CITY CLERK
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City of Harrisonburg
Analysis of PPTRA Calculation
Fiscal Year 2027

Number of Assessed Tax Tax Calculation of Relief

Value of Vehicle Vehicles Value Rate Amount Relief Percentage
1,000 or less 3,062 1,674,290 3.450 57,761.98 57,761.98 18.20%
>1,000 but <20,000 23,693 155,857,482 3.450 978,633.56 978,633.56

> 20,000 4,024 114,836,748 3.450 505,333.92 505,333.92

Total 30,779 272,368,520 1,541,729.46 1,541,729.46

Relief Calculation 1,541,729.46

Supplementals (1%) 0.01 15,417.29

Abatements (2%) 0.02 (30,834.59)

Estimated Yearly Tax Relief

Amount from the Commonwealth
Prior Year PPTR Surplus (Deficit) Carryover
Available PPRT

Over or (Shortage)

Percentage Recommendegd August 26, 2026

1,526,312.16

1,522,583.00
14,402.47

1,536,985.47

10,673.31

inance

Larry t, Dffector of
T m pﬁ AV

: .
Karen I. Rose, Comrhissioner of the Revenue



City of Harrisonburg 409 South Main Street

Harrisonburg, VA 22801

Legislation Text

File #: ID 26-303, Version: 1

Subject:

Consider approval of the proposed mosaic design by Scott Supraner for the pumphouse at the
Spraygrounds at Ralph Sampson Park

Presented By: Chris and Steve Carpenter, donors

The 6,000-square-foot Spraygrounds at Ralph Sampson Park opened July 1, 2025, with 36 spray
features and interactive elements designed for various ages. Harrisonburg residents Steve and Chris
Carpenter wish to privately fund the design and installation of three public artworks at the
Spraygrounds. On January 13, 2026 City Council approved for the Carpenters to issue three calls for
artists. The Carpenters seek City Council permission to proceed with commissioning artist Scott
Supraner to produce his proposed mosaic design on the side of the pumphouse at the Spraygrounds.
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CITY OF HARRISONBURG

September 8, 2025 City Council Meeting

Title

Consider approval of the proposed mosaic design by Scott Supraner for the pumphouse at the
Spraygrounds at Ralph Sampson Park — Chris and Steve Carpenter

Summary

The 6,000-square-foot Spraygrounds at Ralph Sampson Park opened July 1, 2025, with 36 spray
features and interactive elements designed for various ages. Harrisonburg residents Steve and
Chris Carpenter wish to privately fund the design and installation of three public artworks at the
Spraygrounds. On January 13, 2026 City Council approved for the Carpenters to issue three calls
for artists. The Carpenters seek City Council permission to proceed with commissioning artist
Scott Supraner to produce his proposed mosaic design on the side of the pumphouse at the
Spraygrounds.

Recommendation

Option 1- Approve the proposed mosaic design by Scott Supraner for the pumphouse at the
Spraygrounds at Ralph Sampson Park

Fiscal Impact
No fiscal impact—100% donor funded
Context & Analysis

Steve and Chris Carpenter have lived in Harrisonburg for 23 years, actively attending church on
the 400 Kelley Street site of the City’s historic segregated pool; and learning of the trauma the
Northeast Neighborhood community experienced during 1950s-1960s Urban Renewal.

Their exuberant experience of public art during their travels led the Carpenters to propose a
collaboration designed to add an extra touch of creativity and joy to the new Spraygrounds, while
also recognizing the neighborhood’s history.

A public meeting was held on November 20, 2025 to introduce the project to community
members, generating ideas for the new works of art and preferred locations. The project
committee (the Carpenters, with representatives from the City, Arts Council of the Valley, and the
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Northeast Neighborhood) used feedback from the meeting to select the three locations and
develop content themes.

On January 13, 2026 City Council approved for the Carpenters to issue three calls for artists. The
Arts Council of the Valley then released these calls for artists on behalf of the Carpenters. The
Call of Art for the mosaic sought original, non-Al-generated artistic designs inspired by the
historic photograph by Howard Curry of Harris Pool featuring Alfred Howard, Jr. diving with
other community members looking on, including Charles Byrd, Sr., James Brown, Ardell Curry,
Ronald Madden, and others we seek to identify. Artist responses were returned in March 2026
and reviewed by an evaluation committee selected by the Carpenters. The committee
recommended the mosaic opportunity be awarded to artist Scott Supraner based on the concept
design he submitted.

Mr. Supraner was born in Brooklyn, NY and received his BFA in Sculpture from SUNY, College
at Purchase. He relocated to the Shenandoah Valley in 1989 and later to Charlottesville. His
mosaic work is different than traditional mosaics in that he hand makes tiles that fit together like
a puzzle rather than working with broken tiles. The finished works look like a painting, with
detailed drawing and vibrant color. In his application he shared that his art often explores themes
of social justice, education, unity, and cultural heritage while engaging local communities
throughout the creative process. His work is in both public and private collections throughout the
United States.

Community listening was of particular priority for the finalization of the proposed design due to
the historic and deeply personal nature of its featured subject, Harris Pool, and the many
community members who fondly remember socializing at the pool, learning to swim, and
experiencing a safe, welcoming space in a time when people of color were segregated from
accessing other public and private spaces. Community feedback on the concept mosaic design
influenced changes incorporated into the final mosaic design. The donors and the evaluation
committee held two Northeast Neighborhood Association meetings about the art and a small
group meeting between the artist and community members who spent time at Harris Pool.
Additional feedback was gathered by Karen Thomas, President of NENA, with individuals who
were users of Harris Pool.

Upon completion, ownership of the artwork will be conveyed to the City of Harrisonburg. The
City Council previously approved content for signage to be placed next to the mosaic displaying
the historic photo of Harris Pool by Howard Curry, identifying the known people in the photo,
and describing the pool’s history and community significance.

This donation aligns with the Northeast Neighborhood Small Area Plan. The plan highlights that
“while some public art exists—mainly along the western edge near N. Mason Street—there is an
opportunity to strengthen Neighborhood identity and sense of place through the expansion and
strategic placement of public art and public realm improvements.” In the Focus Area of History
and Culture, Strategy 1.3 calls for incorporation of public art that raises awareness about what
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was lost during the Urban Renewal process and celebrates the Neighborhood's diversity of
languages and ethnic backgrounds today through a variety of public art media (e.g., sculpture,
performances, festivals).

Options

Option 1- Approve the proposed mosaic design by Scott Supraner for the pumphouse at the
Spraygrounds at Ralph Sampson Park

Option 2- Deny the proposed mosaic design by Scott Supraner for the pumphouse at the
Spraygrounds at Ralph Sampson Park
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Spraygrounds

Public Art Project

A privately-funded proposal
for adding splashes of art
to this community-friendly space!
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The Proposal

The 6,000-square-foot
Spraygrounds at Ralph Sampson
Park opened July 1, 2025, with 36
spray features and interactive
elements designed for various
ages.

Last fall, Harrisonburg residents
Steve and Chris Carpenter offered
to provide $100,000 for design and
installation of three Spraygrounds
public artworks.

Upon completion, ownership of the
artworks will be conveyed to the
City of Harrisonburg.
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Artwork
Locations

Three Spraygrounds locations are
proposed for this project:

A)

B)

C)

East exterior wall of the
gumphouse, facing the
Spraygrounds, for a mosaic
installation.

Main entry to the Spraygrounds,

to provide a welcoming archway

over the sidewalk, similar to

arches at A Dream Come True

(9;Iay round and the new Kids
astle.

Roundabout near the entrance to
the Spraygrounds, for sculptural

work(s) depicting children at play.
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Main Entry Archway: Artist Maxwell Emcays
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Roundabout: Artist Maxwell Emcays

Roundabout Sculpture
Updated 3D image of design
approved by City Council
April 14, 2026.

Actual sculpture
will feature bright colors.
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Mosaic and Harris Pool Sign
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Diving into Harris Pool, photograph by Howard Curry (circa 1960), James Madison University, Celebrating Simms Collection.
Pictured: Alfred Howard, Jr. (diver), Charles Byrd, Sr. (left); James Brown, Ardell Curry, Ronald Madden, and others look on.

Harris Pool was an important community gathering place for the Northeast Neighborhood. Residents
recall Friday night splash parties, swim lessons, and “a place where everyone was welcome and people
made sure you were safe.” Named for Professor (“Fessa”) William Nelson Pendleton Harris in recognition
of his 36 years of service within the Harrisonburg public schools, Harris Pool operated from 1959 to 1979.
Today, Immanuel Mennonite Church, 400 Kelley Street, is located on the former pool site.
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Proposed Mosaic Artist: Scott Supraner

o

W s
7 1f you can’t fly|

~____ then Run|

but whatever you do, you have to keep moving forward.”' p, rvatin L;tﬁ;ﬁng Jr.

332






334




335






337



Ouestions?



City of Harrisonburg 409 South Main Street

Harrisonburg, VA 22801

Legislation Text

File #: ID 26-300, Version: 1

Subject:

Consider approving the amended Harrisonburg Police Department Policies and Equipment
Requirements for Tow Companies and amended Fee Schedule.

Presented By: Sgt. Wayne Westfall, Jr., Harrisonburg Police Department

Sgt. Westfall to speak on amendments to policy and fee schedule
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HARRISONBURG POLICE DEPARTMENT POLICIES AND EQUIPMENT
REQUIREMENTS FOR TOW COMPANIES

Quialifications:

A business can only have one tow company on the tow list for the Harrisonburg Police
Department. That tow company must have a secure lot physically located within the city limits of
Harrisonburg, VA, although large vehicles requiring use of a Class A Heavy Wrecker do not
need to be stored within the city. Upon the sale/transfer of the business, the new owner shall

have to make new application to be on the tow list. A City Business License is required.

There will be two classifications of equipment: Class B (Light Wreckers) and Class A (Heavy
Wreckers). A list will be kept for each classification.

Tow companies must be available daily on a twenty-four (24) hour basis to tow and release
vehicles. Five or more refusals to tow during the hours of 7:00PM to 7:00AM within 12 months
will be treated as a violation of the towing policy. (Sec. 5-1-43.) [ (1) Deliberate failure of a tow
operator to respond to calls.] After three, the tow company will be contacted to see why
tows/calls are being refused. Exception: Tow company is on another law enforcement requested
tow at the time. Towers may contact the Traffic Supervisor of the Harrisonburg Police
Department to provide notice of any extended absences from the city. The Traffic Supervisor
will remove the tow company from the rotation for the date span provided.

Companies must have trained drivers, capable of handling all normal towing situations. Drivers
must meet the requirements of Section 46.2-116 of the Code of Virginia.

A list of all drivers and a copy of their current Registration Document from DCJS shall be
provided to HPD. Tow companies will update the Department when a driver is hired or ends
employment from their company within 5 days of the effective date.

Tow truck drivers are required to have their tow truck driver registration document in
their possession when driving a tow truck.

Companies must have a minimum of $1,000,000 liability insurance coverage and also name the
City of Harrisonburg as additional insured(s). Companies must also have a minimum of $75,000
"garage keepers" insurance to cover damage to and larceny from towed vehicles.

All companies and Drivers shall be in compliance with Sections 46.2-116, 46.2-117, 46.2-118,
and 46.2-324 of the Code of Virginia, as may be amended from time to time. Failure to maintain
compliance will result in the removal of the company from the tow list.

Towing companies are required to comply with all Federal, State and local laws concerning
licensing and operating of their equipment.

All equipment used by towing companies must be in good working order. HPD will inspect tow
equipment when a company requests to be placed on the tow list, and companies on the list will
be subject to inspections at any time thereafter. Inspections will be conducted by HPD Officers.
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Call Procedure:

The Harrisonburg Police Department will maintain a tow company list through ECC. When a
request is made, companies will be called in-turn. If your company is not available when called,
the request will continue down the list until filled. (Sec. 5-1-41. - Rotation system)

Under normal conditions, tow vehicle response time anywhere in the city from the time of call
should be preferably within 25 minutes, but no longer than 30 minutes. However, tow companies
should make every effort to respond sooner to “in the roadway” crashes. When called, if a
company does not think it can respond within these constraints, it should pass the responsibility
to the next company on the list.

If a call is accepted by the tow company or an answering service on behalf of the tow company
and the tow company fails to respond or cancels, it will be treated as a violation of the towing
policy. (Sec. 5-1-43.) [ (1) Deliberate failure of a tow operator to respond to calls.]

Occasionally, police will call for a tow and then have to cancel. If the tow is cancelled by HPD
(through ECC), that tow company will remain "next" on the list. No fee shall be charged or
collected by the tow company.

If more than one wrecker or a combination of different types of wreckers is needed for a
situation, the tow company called can supply as many units as are requested by police for that
request. If the tow company cannot handle the whole request, the next tow company on the list
will be called to assist.

Companies are required to respond to the scene of an accident with the necessary equipment to
remove litter and debris from the highway. Section 18.2-324 of the Code of Virginia requires the
cleaning of the roadway by the wrecker company. This shall routinely be done at no additional
cost. If circumstances warrant additional charges, they will be thoroughly documented and
itemized.

Storage:

Companies must have a fenced in lot (at least 6 feet high) or garage area to store vehicles,
located within the city limits. No lots outside of the City will be Grandfathered. (Sec. 5-1-37. -
Storage and security of vehicles by authorized tow operators) Class A Heavy wrecker companies
are exempt when it applies to a heavy towed vehicle.

Companies must be available 24 hours a day to return vehicles. Companies must have business
hours, Monday through Friday, 8am to 5pm, to allow for the inspection of records, equipment
and location by HPD. (Companies that are on the City law enforcement tow list, involved in
non-consensual towing operations shall be available to release the towed vehicle within two
hours of being called, to the owner or owner's designee upon their request).

Companies are reasonably responsible for any personal property and/or cargo left in towed and
stored vehicles, as may otherwise be determined by law. Companies also accept reasonable
responsibility for a towed vehicle from the time hookup starts, until such vehicle reaches the
intended destination.
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Fees:

Tow companies shall not exceed towing fees approved by the Tow Board and the Harrisonburg
City Council.

Companies must provide a detailed copy of the tow bill to the owner/operator of the towed
vehicle, which outlines all expenses incurred by the company. The company shall maintain a
copy of all Police tow bills/receipts for two years for review by the Police Department at any
time. Or for a time specified by the Laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia.

The Police Department will not be responsible for tow bills or storage fees from unclaimed
abandoned vehicles. In these cases, the tow company has financial recourse through the Division
of Motor Vehicles and the Mechanic’s and Storage Lien detailed in the Code of Virginia.

Equipment/Facility Inspections:

A specified Harrisonburg Police Department Officer or other representative may, from time to
time, cause to be made, random field inspection of any tow vehicle and equipment, and the
business facility and storage lot of any towing service on the list for the City of Harrisonburg
Police Department, to ensure compliance with the requirements of these guidelines. All firms
must agree to this inspection to remain on the rotation list.

CLASS A (HEAVY WRECKERS): used for towing large trucks, road tractors and trailers, etc.
(towing vehicles of an unlimited gross vehicle weight)

a. One hundred (100) feet or more of 1/2 inch or larger cable on each drum.
b. Air brakes so constructed as to lock wheels automatically upon failure.
c. Towing and removal capacity of 10,000 to 80,000 pounds.

d. The standards listed in (e-1) under Class B (Light Wreckers) below.

CLASS B (LIGHT WRECKERYS): used for towing passenger cars, motorcycles, pickup trucks,
small trailers, etc. (towing vehicles of gross vehicle weight of 26,000 pounds or less)

a. Each company must have a rollback and a crane recovery wrecker. Car transporter type
wreckers are permissible only if tow companies have both previously mentioned
wreckers.

b. The tow truck chassis shall have a minimum manufacturer's capacity of at least 10,000
GVWR.

c. A boom capacity and individual power winch pulling capacity not less than the
manufacturer's specifications.

d. One hundred (100) feet or more of 3/8 inch or larger cable. (Rollbacks exempt from
length requirement)

e. Dual rear wheels

Dollies, scotch blocks, and snatch block. (Dollies excluded for Heavy Trucks)

g. A wheelbase sufficient to safely handle towed vehicles.

=h
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- X

At least one (1) five (5) pound dioxide (DO) fire extinguisher. The fire extinguisher must
be designed and constructed and maintained to permit visual determination of its charged
status (gauge).

Installed Amber colored light- bar, or other approved emergency lighting equipment,
mounted on the highest part of the vehicle.

One (1) heavy- duty street broom and one (1) shovel

Gas and oil absorbent at least 10 pounds on the truck.

Each vehicle shall be equipped with its own mobile telephone or two-way radio that is
capable of communications with the tow company’s base station.

. Skates for rollbacks or liquid substance made for sliding the tire of the towed car. This is

to prevent damage to the drive trail when keys are not available for the towed vehicle.

Each of the wreckers listed above shall be standard vehicles originally designed and built as tow
trucks and shall not be pick-up trucks with towing slings in the body. An exception to the above
allows a vehicle suitable to retrieve a vehicle from "off road"” such as rugged terrain, woods, etc.,
to be utilized for this purpose. This exception only applies in recovery of the vehicle and moving
to a location where it can be safely towed by one of the approved tow trucks.

343



TOW FEES

Basic law enforcement tow (accident and cleanup), including but not  $275.00 (day)
limited to sweeping up and removing glass and vehicle and its parts

from roadway.

Basic law enforcement tow (non-accident). Requires vehicle to be $200.00 (day) /
towed to tower’s storage site. $225.00 (after hours)

Law enforcement required second tow (additional fee if vehicle $75.00
must be towed to law enforcement agency, then towed to tower’s
storage site once released).

Disabled vehicles. $150.00 (day) /
$175.00 (after hours)

Additional cleanup, including cleanup requiring more than five (5)  $25.00 per extra five

gallons of absorbent, removal of trees, or removal of other (5) gallons of absorbent

excessively large items. / Variable rates for
other work

After hours release/gate fee. $45.00

Third/subsequent visit to vehicle (first two (2) free) between $20.00 per visit

8:00AM and 5:00PM, Monday-Friday.

Second tow truck required. Exception: Second tow truck is for a $100.00 (day) /

second vehicle requiring an additional DMV form. $200.00 (after hours)

Daily vehicle storage fee, calculated per 24-hour period. No charge  $50.00 per unit
if picked up within twenty-four (24) hours of arrival at storage site.
Exception: Charges begin immediately for 3 or 30 day statutory

holds.

Cutting off locks (boats/trailers). $25.00

Tarp fee (if tarp required by City Code). $35.00

Administrative fees — after third business day with proof of work. $150.00

Winching/recovery fees. $85.00 (20-74 feet) /
$150.00 (75 feet or +)

Overturned vehicles/cutting of trees. $125.00 per hour or
portion of hour after 1%
hour

Unlock fee/no keys with shift override. $75.00

Standby fee (after first hour). $75.00 per hour (up to
$300.00)

Off-road recovery fee (wrecker must be off of roadway, i.e., $150.00 per hour

gravel/concrete/blacktop).

Disabled vehicle towed outside the City at owner’s request. $4.50 per mile

Cleanup of tow equipment from automotive fluid leaks coming from $70.00
the towed vehicle.
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City Hall

City of Harrisonburg 409 South Main Street

Harrisonburg, VA 22801

Legislation Text

File #: ID 26-295, Version: 1

Subject:

Discussion concerning passenger rail

Presented By: Councilmember Dent

Item added at the request of Councilmember Dent
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City Hall

City of Harrisonburg 409 South Main Street

Harrisonburg, VA 22801

Legislation Text

File #: ID 26-309, Version: 1

Subject:

Discussion concerning City participation in State Corporation Commission proceedings regarding
Dominion Energy and NextEra Energy

Presented By: Councilmember Dent

Item added at the request of Councilmember Dent
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City Hall

City of Harrisonburg 409 South Main Street

Harrisonburg, VA 22801

Legislation Text

File #: ID 26-308, Version: 1

Subject:

Discussion concerning drafting an ALPR ordinance
Presented By: Councilmember Alsaadun

Item added at the request of Councilmember Alsaadun
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