Ordinance
Amendment

To amend the City Code Section 16-6-58
Weeds, etc., on lots by replacing the entire
section with new and updated language to
regulate the growth of grass, weeds, or foreign
growth when such vegetation is presumed to
threaten the health, safety, and general welfare
of the residents of the City.



ORDINANCE AMENDING AND RE-ENACTING SECTION
16-6-58
OF THE
CODE OF ORDINANCES
CITY OF HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA

Be it ordained by the Council of the City of
Harrisonburg, Virginia:

That Section 16-6-58 Weeds, etc., on lots be amended as shown:

Sec. 16-6-58. - Weeds, etc., on lots.




(a) For the purposes of this section, whenever grass, weeds, or foreign growth exceeds 12
inches in height, it shall be presumed to threaten the health, safety, and general welfare of
residents of the city.

(b) Interpretation.




(1) “Grass, weeds, or foreign growth” shall not be interpreted to include planned,
intentional and maintained areas of ornamental grasses, ground covers, ferns,
fruits, vegetables, herbs, spices, flowers, wildflowers, or trees.

(c) Generally. It shall be unlawful for the owner of real property situated in to city to allow
grass, weeds, or foreign growth to exceed 12 inches in height between April first and
November first of each year.

(d) Exceptions.
(1) This section shall not apply to:

(i) Nonconforming farm land, not to include business gardens, on which
crops are being grown or land used to pasture livestock.

(i) Undeveloped public alleys and streets.

(ili) Areas which the city has qualified as an approved and maintained
stormwater best management practice for stormwater regulatory
compliance and/or stormwater utility fee credit purposes.

(iv) Areas with a steep land slope of greater than fifteen percent.

(2) For_undeveloped property, excluding common area parcels as a part of a
development, having no principal or accessory structure or existing use, this
section shall apply only to those portions of the property within 5 feet of a
property line abutting a developed street and extending to the curb line or a
property with a principal or accessory structure or existing use.

(e) Notice of Violation. Upon determination that a violation of this section exists, the city
manager or designated agent shall serve written notice on the owner of the property and
post notice in a conspicuous location on the property. Such notice shall:

(1) Instruct the owner to bring the property into compliance with this section within 5
days of receipt of such notice;

(2) State that failure to bring the property into compliance within 5 days of receipt
may result in penalties;

(3) State that if the property is not brought into compliance with this section within 5
days of receipt, the city may take corrective action to bring the property into
compliance, and that the costs of corrective action shall be charged to the property
owner.

(4) State that one written notice per growing season to the owner of record shall be
considered reasonable notice and no further notice is necessary to take corrective
action or issue penalties for any future violations.

(F) Penalties.



(1) If an owner fails to bring his property into compliance within the period specified
in the notice of violation, the owner shall be subject to a civil penalty of $50 and
an_additional notice of violation may be issued. Civil penalties shall be paid
within 30 days of receipt of the notice of penalty.

(2) In_lieu of issuing more than one notice of violation to the same owner for the
same property, the city manager or the designated agent may have such grass,
weeds, or foreign growth cut by the city’s employees or agents. All costs and
expenses associated with such cutting shall be chargeable to and paid by the
owner of such property, to be collected as taxes are collected.

This ordinance shall be effective from the day of , 2018. Adopted and
approved this day of , 2018.

MAYOR

ATTESTE:

DEPUTY CITY CLERK



