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artificially low data, as our local traffic hits its true peak when school buses, commuters, and thousands of
students are on the roads.

Furthermore, this heavy traffic flow will inevitably spill deep into our established neighborhood. Fairway
Drive currently has no stop signs on Fairway Drive and serves as a major cut-through between
Keezeltown Road and Route 33. The volume of non-resident vehicles abusing this road as a shortcut is
already alarming and downright dangerous for our neighborhood children, pedestrians, and walkers.
Approving a massive influx of rental-heavy townhomes without requiring comprehensive, school-season
traffic studies, additional stop signs, or speed bumps within the Fairway Hills neighborhood to mitigate
this overflow is entirely unacceptable.

Our community has met with the developers to raise these concerns, but our most critical points have
been dismissed. We have repeatedly implored them to utilize the existing driveway on US 33 that leads
directly into the land use, or to create an alternative exit at the top of the property past the Evelyn Bird
intersection. An exit point beyond that light would offer residents a dedicated, safer window to merge
between light changes and utilize the Target/Mall median for U-turns—a vastly safer alternative to
forcing all traffic onto Betts Drive.

For the safety, well-being, and long-term stability of Harrisonburg residents, I urge you to deny this
application as currently drawn. I ask that you mandate a second entry/exit point, require a thorough traffic
impact study conducted exclusively while school is in session, and condition any approval on the
installation of traffic-calming measures like stop signs and speed bumps on Fairway Drive.

Thank you for your time, consideration, and dedication to protecting our community.

Sincerely,

Jodi Mills

Fairway Hills Resident
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 Special  Use Permit  –  2210 and 2230 East  Market  Street  (To  allow  attached  townhouses of no 
 more than  eight  units  in  R-8) 
 A  request  from  WFS  Hanson  LLC  for  a  special  use  permit  per  Section  10-3-59.4  (1)  of  the 
 Zoning  Ordinance  to  allow  attached  townhouses  of  no  more  than  eight  units  in  the  R-8,  Small  Lot 
 Residential  District  .  The  +/-  6.6-acre  property  is  addressed  as  2210  and  2230  East  Market  Street 
 and  is identified  as tax map  parcel 74-A-1  . 

 Applications  and  other  information  are  available  for  review  by  contacting  the  Department  of 
 Community  Development  ,  409  South  Main  Street,  Monday  through  Friday,  8:00  a.m.  to 



 5:00  p.m.  Please  call  (540)  432-7700  to  obtain  a  copy  by  email  or  by  appointment.  More 
 information  is  available  at  www.harrisonburgva.gov/public-hearings  .  Interested  parties  will  be 
 able  to  attend  the  meeting  and  to  watch  the  meeting  on  Public  Education  Government  Channel 
 1072,  and  the City's  website at www.harrisonburg-va.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx  . 

 Interested  parties  may  express  their  views  in  person  or  by  calling  (540)  437-2687  during  public 
 hearings  and  public  comment  or  express  their  views  electronically  prior  to  the  meeting  by  emailing 
 CDPlanning  @  Harrisonburg  VA.gov  .  Any  individual  requiring  auxiliary  aids,  including  signers  , 
 in  connection  with  the  public  hearing  shall  notify  the  Department  of  Community  Development  at 
 540-432-7700  at  least five (5) business days  prior  to the  date of the meeting  . 







Our community has met with the developers on multiple occasions and raised numerous concerns.
While some issues have been addressed, the traffic and access concerns outlined above—the issues
that will have the greatest long-term impact on residents and public safety—remain unresolved.
Residents have repeatedly requested that the developers provide an additional access point directly
onto US 33 or another viable alternative, but these requests have been consistently rejected.

There is currently an existing driveway on US 33 that provides direct access to the property and could
potentially be incorporated into the development design. Another option discussed during community
meetings is adding an entrance and exit point near the upper portion of the property, beyond the
Evelyn Byrd Avenue intersection. While traffic safety must remain the highest priority, an access point
located beyond the traffic signal would allow residents to use natural gaps in signal timing and, when
necessary, safely access the median near the Target/Mall area for U turn movements. This alternative
would provide a safer and more efficient option than relying solely on Betts Drive.

We respectfully urge the City and all decision-makers involved to require an additional point of access
as a condition of approval. Doing so would help mitigate traffic impacts, improve public safety, and
better support the long-term growth of this area.

In closing, we ask that you carefully consider emergency vehicle access, response times, vehicle
turnaround capabilities, and evacuation routes. If the sole access point becomes blocked due to an
accident, fallen tree, severe weather event, utility work, or other emergency, residents could be
trapped, and emergency responders could be delayed from reaching those in need. Given the size of
the proposed development, a secondary access point should be strongly considered, if not required,
to ensure adequate emergency access and public safety.

We believe these measures would support responsible growth while protecting both current and
future residents.

For your convenience, we have attached a rendering of the proposed development for reference as
you review this application and consider the concerns outlined above.

Thank you for your time, attention, and thoughtful consideration.

Sincerely,

Terry and Connie Comer

Fairway Hills Resident
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The design of the development and the lack of a shoulder on Betts Road do not provide a safe
location for overflow parking.  While the proposed site map shows a parking area with 23 spots
in addition to two driveway spots in front of each townhome, only 10 visitor parking spaces have
been guaranteed in the proffers.  Having lived in townhouse communities, I know from
experience that 10 spots is not sufficient for a development of this size and would quickly
overflow, likely every evening and weekend.  The location of the proposed 23-spot visitor lot at
the end of the community is highly unlikely to be used by visitors and residents in the
townhomes closer to Betts Road. Again from experience, I know that people simply will not walk
that far when there are other options closer, even if those options are illegal.  The overflow
parking will naturally end up on Betts Road, the parking spaces in the private community of
Chatham Square, and on Fairway Drive.  Parking along Betts Road would make vehicle traffic
on Betts Road unsafe and restrict emergency vehicle access to Fairway Hills and Chatham
Square.  Parking in the spaces in the private community of Chatham Square would restrict
resident and postal service access to neighborhood mailboxes and force this private community
to incur the hassle of towing vehicles.  Parking on Fairway Drive would force the large number
of adults and children who walk and bike in the neighborhood further into the street, which is a
serious safety threat given the speed at which vehicles travel through the neighborhood.

I also request that the Planning Commission confirm with Public Works and all relevant utitility
providers that the existing water, sewer, and electricity infrastructure can support a development
of this size without compromising service at existing levels to surrounding neighborhoods and
businesses. 

Thank you for your attention and consideration, 

Katie Quertermous





term community growth and safety.
 
 Thank you for your attention and consideration. We ask that you take our concerns seriously.
 
Jeffrey D. Williams
Mary S. Williams
 





a)    No direct access to the 2010 East Market property from East Market Street.

b)    City mandated traffic flow from Betts Road to only right turn onto East Market which
requires a U-Turn at Evelyn Byrd Ave for Eastbound traffic.

The developer has been appraised of the negative impact of the traffic flow and egress, including
inadequate parking which would require residents and guests of the new development to park along
Betts Road.  This and the access issue in general has been shrugged off by the developer as “not my
problem”.  

We urge the Planning Commission to consider the overall impact of the proposed R-8 rezoning of this
land and the related SUP in their decision making. 

Thank you for your attention.





I also ask that emergency access be carefully considered. A development with only
one access point creates risks if that entrance becomes blocked by an accident,
severe weather, fallen trees, utility work, or other unforeseen events. In such
situations, emergency responders could face delays reaching residents, while
residents themselves could have limited evacuation options.

I respectfully urge the City to require a secondary access point for this development.
Doing so would improve traffic flow, enhance public safety, and better support the
long-term growth of the surrounding community.

Thank you,
Dr Michael Louis




