


Sign Ordinance Amendment

Section 11-7-8 Interstate 81 Overlay District

• Amend Section 11-7-8 Interstate 81 Overlay Sign District 
regulations to allow taller signs at the Exit 243 interchange only.



Ramada Truck Terminal

~50 ft.



Applicant submitted a request to amend the Interstate 81
Overlay Sign District.

Staff finalized a staff report for the January 9, 2018 CC
agenda and recommended denial of the amendment. Staff
provided a draft copy to the applicant’s representative and
the applicant tabled the request before it was heard at CC.

November
2017

January
2018

Applicant submitted a request to amend only the Exit 243
interchange details of the Overlay District.

July
2018

Staff presented the Sign Ordinance amendment as
requested by the applicant, but again recommended denial
of the request. CC instructed staff to investigate the issue
further.

August
2018



• Staff has received additional information about existing
sign heights along I-81. A summary provided by Eddie
Edwards Signs.

• Staff looked into how other jurisdictions within the I-81
corridor regulate freestanding signage near the
interstate.

• Performed additional research trying to find if there were
any academic journal articles that might suggest a
relationship between height of the sign and
effectiveness.



• Frederick County
• City of Winchester
• Shenandoah County
• Town of Strasburg
• Town of Woodstock
• Town of Mount Jackson
• Town of New Market
• Rockingham County
• City of Harrisonburg
• Augusta County
• City of Staunton
• Rockbridge County

• Botetourt County
• Roanoke County
• Montgomery County
• Town of Christiansburg
• Pulaski County
• Wythe County
• Town of Wytheville
• Smyth County
• Town of Marion
• Washington County
• Town of Abingdon
• City of Bristol

5 allow 100 ft. in height or more (4 have no height regulations).

4 allow 35 ft. up to 85 ft.

9 regulate signs to 35 ft. or less.

6 allow a SUP, Comprehensive Sign Plan, or BZA to waive the height.



• 211 signs evaluated along I-81 and determined 91 ft. was
the average height.





Exit 273 Mt. Jackson, VA



Exit 243 Harrisonburg, VA







• Performed additional research trying to find if there were
any academic journal articles that might suggest a
relationship between height of the sign and
effectiveness.

• Technological advances.
o Navigation Systems.
o Apps.



Ramada Truck Terminal
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Recommendation

Staff recommends denial.




