


Zoning Ordinance Amendment –
Keeping of Urban Honeybees

• Define:

• Beehive

• Colony

• Flyway

• Swarm

• Establish new Article FF. – Urban Honeybees

• Modify Section 10-3-190 associated with Business Gardens



Background

• Currently, the ZO prohibits keeping of honeybees in the City. 
Considered an agricultural use.

• Following community requests, in 2023, City staff initiated an 
interdepartmental working group.

• Group recommended to regulate keeping of honeybees in the 
Zoning Ordinance.













Business Garden Amendment



Public Engagement/Notices
• March 18, 2024 – City staff shared the proposed ZO with 

Shenandoah Valley Beekeepers Association and requested 
comments.

• March 23, 2024 – City staff presented ZO at “Pollinators in Your 
Yard” event.

• Advertisement of public notice in local newspaper and on city 
website.

• Planning Commission public hearing on June 12, 2024.



Recommendation

Staff and Planning Commission (6-0) recommends 
approval of the Zoning Ordinance amendments. 




