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Harrisonburg was selected in September
2023 to be the recipient of a Community
Connectors Program grant through
national nonprofit Smart Growth America
and the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation.

The community’s team is led by the
Northeast Neighborhood Association,
Shenandoah Valley Black Heritage
Project, Harrisonburg Downtown
Renaissance and the City government.
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Rebuilding trust between Northeast
Neighborhood residents and the City,
repairing past harms, and reconnecting
today’s Northeast Neighborhood to the
heart of the city are our most important
goals.

We commit to prioritizing the needs, wants,
and desires of Northeast Neighborhood
community members as we scope potential
future investments in the community.
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Program components

Small Area Plan- Address community needs and engage the community on what the
neighborhood should look like, while understanding the harm and loss resulting from
Urban Renewal.

Facilitated Dialogue- Promote broader understanding, healing, and reconciliation by
providing space for individuals to openly share and communicate their feelings and their
history related to Urban Renewal.

Historical Research- Expand and better consolidate documentation of the impacts on the
residents and business owners who were displaced from their homes and businesses by
Urban Renewal

Community-led Demonstration Project- Empower the neighborhood to design a
temporary change to Mason Street
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April 20,1960
Blighted properties
mapped

June 19,1956
Blight is defined
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The Legacy of Harrisonburg Urban Renewal (WMRA,ORG) HARRI S O NB U R G I VA
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https://www.wmra.org/wmra-news/2020-02-11/the-legacy-of-harrisonburgs-urban-renewal

2= putreach Event
utreacn cvenrs
i u
Neighborhood Pop-Ups: July-September 2024

* First Baptist Church Yard Sale

* National Night Out

* African American Festival

Small Area Plan Community Meeting- November 9
Virtual Community Meeting- December 9
Community Survey- January 2025

Design Charette- February |5 at | lam

Mason Street Corridor Design Meeting- March 13




What We've Heard So Far

* Celebrating Community Identity
* Preserving Cultural Heritage

* Addressing Past Harms
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Promoting Economic Opportunities - H_ =g

* Enhancing Public Spaces
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Engagement Results

Economic &
Community

Development Transportation
61 Results / 25% Safgty &
Connectivity
{ 81 Results / 34%
Public Art
13 Results / 5%
\ Landmarks
Public Spaces 18 Results / 8%

67 Results / 28% \_/
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== Involvement Opportunities

/0 Small Area Plan- Address community needs and engage the
E‘l ﬂ community on what the neighborhood should look like,

while understanding the harm and loss resulting from

Urban Renewal. 1 25 e

E U¥Ban
Renewal e
_ . Atea Northeast:
* A survey to help shape the vision for the neighborhood ] o Neighborhob
is now available at: . 5

Downtown >k g
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https://www.harrisonburgva.gov/community-connectors e 4
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* The key community input event to shape the Small Area
Plan is February |5 at | lam at the Lucy Simms Center.
Lunch will be served. Attendees will be entered to win a
gift card for attending.
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Involvement Opportunities

A Community-led Demonstration

< Project- Empower the neighborhood
to design a temporary change to
Mason Street

* The community event to develop
the design will be held in the
evening on March 13
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ﬁ Other Project Elements

©%o Facilitated Dialogue- Promote broader understanding, healing, and reconciliation by
'd providing space for individuals to openly share and communicate their feelings and their
history related to Urban Renewal.
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ﬁ Other Project Elements

residents and business owners who were displaced from their homes and businesses by

Historical Research- Expand and better consolidate documentation of the impacts on the
@ Urban Renewal
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Questions?
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