
 

 

ORDINANCE AMENDING AND RE-ENACTING TITLE 10 – 
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT, CHAPTER 3. – ZONING, 
ARTICLE L.4 - R-8 SMALL LOT RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 

CITY OF HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA 
 
Be it ordained by the Council of the City of Harrisonburg, Virginia: 

That Section 10-3-59.4. - Uses permitted only by special use permit shall be amended as 
shown: 

(11) Reduced required side yard setbacks to zero (0) feet where such buildings are single-family 
detached dwellings, duplex dwellings, or townhomes when:  

a) National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 13, 13R, or 13D fire sprinkler systems are 
installed in such buildings, or   

b) Any exterior wall(s) adjacent to facing the property line with a reduced side yard setback 
is constructed without openings and has with a minimum 1-hour fire resistance rating in 
accordance with testing standards described in the Virginia Residential Code. resistant 
assembly documented by a nationally recognized testing agency. Any openings shall have 
a minimum 1-hour fire-rating and be fixed and inoperable. Openings shall only be located 
on the first floor of the dwelling and the bottom of openings shall be equal to or less than 
10 feet above the exterior finished grade. Walls meeting the standard setback 
requirements of Sec. 10-3-59.5 are exempt from these fire resistance requirements.  

Where the Virginia Residential Code sets more restrictive standards, compliance with its 
provisions is mandatory.  

 
The remainder of Section 10-3-59.4 is reaffirmed and reenacted in its entirety, except as hereby 
modified. 
  
This ordinance shall be effective from the      day of        , 2026.  Adopted and approved this     
day of          , 2026. 
 
 
            ______________________________  
             MAYOR 
 
     ATTESTE: 
 
 
     _________________________________________  
     CITY CLERK 
 


