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WHAT IS AN URBAN FOREST 
MANAGEMENT PLAN?

The Urban Forestry Management Plan is intended to provide

• Strategies

• Goals

• Policies

• Standards

• Actions to protect, enhance, expand, and preserve 



HOW THE PLAN WAS CREATED

● Analyzing tree inventory data

● Incorporating citywide canopy cover information

● Obtaining public and stakeholder input

● Making data-driven, sustainable urban forest management recommendations

● Presenting a multi-year budget



TREE INVENTORY

Our inventory by the numbers:

• 100% of street trees

• 90% of trees on school grounds

• 50% of trees in parks

• 2,131 trees inventoried

• 48 genera and 78 species

• 87% in Good or better condition
• Tree Species

• Diameter 

• Height

• Condition

• Location

• Maintenance Needs

• Maintenance Priority 



TREE CANOPY ANALYSIS
Harrisonburg’s Tree Canopy covers just over 26% of the land in the City.

Roanoke 48%

Charlotte, NC 45%

Waynesboro 43%

Richmond 42%

Front Royal 41%

Salem 40%

Falls Church 35%

Charlottesville 27%

Harrisonburg 26%

Abingdon 23%

Winchester 21%

Trees of Harrisonburg

Other

46.9%

Sugar Maple

2.5%

How do we compare?



BENEFITS

•Build Stronger, More Vibrant Communities

•Stormwater Management

•Create More Successful Business Districts

•Air Quality Improvement

•Greenhouse Gas reduction

•Buffers for noise and pollution

•Reduce Heat Island Effect

•Provide Wildlife Habitat

•Holds Soil In Place

•Reduce Energy Bills

•Pollinator Friendly



CITIZEN AND SHAREHOLDER 
INPUT

What did they have to say about Urban Forestry in Harrisonburg?

• More trees should be planted

• There should be greater diversity in the urban forest

• Greater access to urban forest education is needed

• The public wants to be engaged

• Regulations should be considered for protecting and/or replacing
trees during land development and other construction projects.

• The City’s urban forest management program staff are valued.



SUSTAINABILITY ANALYSIS RESULTS

There are three primary components of Harrisonburg’s urban forest and 
management program that are indicators of a sustainable community forest and 
program.  The components and their current ratings are:

• The Trees
Moderate/Good

• The Players
Low

• The Management Approach
Low/Moderate

2018 2021



STRENGTHS

• Current Urban Tree Canopy and Public Tree population provide
significant benefits

• Data, Coordination, and Regulations provide a firm foundation for
sustainability

• The Public Forest is managed by professional staff



CHALLENGES

• Insect and disease threats are increasing

• Climate change

• Most trees are privately owned

• Land use history and future land use

Emerald 
Ash Borer 
Beetle



RECOMMENDATIONS
Proactive 

Maintenance

Plant more 
tress

Set a UTC 
Goal

Improve 
Ordinances 
and Policies

Ensure Stable 
Funding

Public 
Engagement

Urban Wood 
Program

Staff and 
Professional 

Training

Update Plan 
and Inventory



CONCLUSIONS

Trees are long-lived organisms, and by planting trees today the City is
actually planting them to provide their benefits for future generations.
However, by having systematic tree planting and maintenance programs in
place, and by having adequate funding, staffing, regulations, and public
education resources today, the current and future public tree population and
overall urban forest will be expanded and sustainable.

EASTERN 

REDBUD: 

CERCIS 

CANADENSIS

AMERICAN 

HORNBEAM: 

CARPINUS 

CAROLINIANA

SERVICEBERRY: 

AMELANDCHIER 

CANADENSIS

AMERICAN ELM: 

ULMUS AMERICNA

WHITE OAK:

QUERCUS ALBA
HACKBERRY:

CELTIS

OCCIDENTALIS
BLACKGUM: 

NYSSA

SYLVATICA




